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Summary Citations – Collateral Consequences

● Summary Citations look similar to a traffic ticket and are issued for 
minor infractions.

○ e.g. vaping, disorderly conduct (obscene language/gestures), etc.

● Sent in mail. May take up to two weeks to be received (if at 
all, especially for youth who are homeless) then several weeks or 
months before required to appear before the magistrate.

● Can have long term consequences on youth. 

○ For starters - they are ADULT criminal offenses. There is no 
distinction between juveniles or adults at the magisterial court level as 
there are in arrests (where youth are referred to juvenile court).



Summary Citations – Cont’d
● Must appear before a magisterial court judge. Are not provided an attorney 

as they would be in juvenile court with an arrest.

● Summary citations may result in fines, which can place an unnecessary 
burden on families, who must pay these fines. 

○ For some families this means choosing between buying food, paying utilities or 
paying this fine.

● Failure to pay these fines can result in a referral to juvenile justice for a 
“failure to comply” charge (in addition to the summary charge).

● Summary convictions are not automatically expunged. And cannot be 
expunged until 6 months after turning 18, only if all conditions have been met. 

○ If at 17 or 18 they apply for a job, college or military application, and they are 
asked if they have ever been convicted of a crime, they must say yes.



Reporting 
Requirements: 
PDE Safe Schools
● Pennsylvania Department of 

Education does require a 
reporting of summary citations 
as they do arrests. 

● This number is often reported 
as zero even when we have 
external data (through a RTK, 
for example, showing citations 
were issued).

● Unfortunately, does lump adult 
and youth citations together.



Reporting Requirements: 
Civil Rights Data Collection (CRDC)

● The Civil Rights Data 
Collection requires LEAs to 
report on summary citations 
(tickets) as part of referrals 
to law enforcement.

● This data is required at an 
intersectional level (by race, 
sex and disability)

● Unfortunately, most LEAs do 
not seem to realize this is 
required and have not 
accurately reported citations 
to the CRDC.



While reporting of citations is required, and will provide your 
district with insight into disparities by race, sex and disability. 
Data collected from some LEAs already show clear disparities:

In one school district we reviewed:
● Black students were 12 times more likely to receive a 

summary citation than white students. 
● Black girls were 24 times more likely to receive a summary 

citation than white girls.
● While Black boys with disabilities were the most likely to 

receive a summary citation.



Examples of Citations and Impact

Examples:

● Silly string

● Lollipop throwing

● Playing at the park

● Yelling in hallways 





Reasons to Not File Summary Citations

● Kids are scared of court and develop distrust of community
 

● Double punishment

● Kids miss school and parents miss work

● Racial and disability discrimination



Lasting Impact

● Fear of financial impact on family
● Develop distrust of teachers/administrators 
● Magistrates may not handle the case as you intended
● Conditions may be implemented that cannot be 

achieved
● Failure to pay is viewed as court contact



Questions?


