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INTRODUCTION & PERSPECTIVE

● Educator
● Academic/ Researcher
● Advocate
● STPP Survivor/ Student 



DISORDERLY CONDUCT AND DEFIANCE
● 23 Reasons for Suspension:in CA Education Code/Law

○ Willful Defiance Only Subjective Category 
● Over 10 years of advocacy to end 'willful defiance' suspensions

○ Legislative battles: From AB 2242 veto to SB 274 success
● Keep students in school while protecting them from harmful school climates
● Importance of ongoing monitoring and accountability, Addressing Disproportionate 
● 2018 Blog for Earlier Legislation
● 2023 Guardian Article

https://www.aclunc.org/blog/spread-california-love-defiant-ones
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2023/oct/14/california-gavin-newsom-student-suspensions-willful-defiance








2022-2023 PA SUSPENSION DATA STATEWIDE

Enrollment (%) OSS 
Violence 

(% of Total)

OSS Drug/ 
Alcohol     

(% of Total)

OSS 
Tobacco 

(% of 
Total)

OSS 
Weapons 

(% of Total)

OSS 
Conduct 

(% of 
Total)

OSS 
Academic 

(% of Total)

White 61.30% 30.10% 52.60% 58.70% 42.20% 36.90% 23.50%

Black 14.50% 43% 21.40% 14.90% 27% 29.60% 46.90%

Latinx 14.30% 18.20% 17.30% 16.90% 21.80% 23.40% 23.20%



INADEQUATE SUPPORTS AND THE 
SCHOOL-TO-PRISON PIPELINE



https://www.tampabay.com/opinion/columns/column-
why-suspensions-arent-the-answer/2273096/ 

COLUMN WRITTEN IN 2016

OPPORTUNITIES TO SUPPORT 
STUDENTS INSTEAD OF EXCLUDING

https://www.tampabay.com/opinion/columns/column-why-suspensions-arent-the-answer/2273096/
https://www.tampabay.com/opinion/columns/column-why-suspensions-arent-the-answer/2273096/


https://www.learningforjustice.org/sites/defaul
t/files/TT_Reframing_Classroom_Managmen
t_Handouts.pdf 

https://www.learningforjustice.org/profession
al-development/webinars/classroom-manage
ment-consensus 

https://www.learningforjustice.org/sites/default/files/TT_Reframing_Classroom_Managment_Handouts.pdf
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DISORDERLY AND DEFIANCE IN ARRESTS & REFERRALS
● Vague, Subjective, and “Catch All”
● Disorderly Conduct & School Police in Documentary (America Divided)

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1CvtB7Yr5-E_fhBsfmN0vCRE054Az9KjE/preview


● No “defiance” infraction code for suspensions in PA, but disorderly conduct and other minor/vague 
offenses result in referrals to police.

● “Minor offenses, such as simple assault (24.2%) and drug charges (17.9%), accounted for nearly half of 
all school-related arrests in Allegheny County.”



PA AMONG HIGHEST IN NATION: ARRESTS & REFERRALS 

https://www.aclu.org/publicatio
ns/cops-and-no-counselors 

https://www.aclu.org/publications/cops-and-no-counselors
https://www.aclu.org/publications/cops-and-no-counselors




SCHOOL DISTRICTS HAVE 
SUCCESSFULLY REMOVED 

SCHOOL POLICE

● https://blackorganizingproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Th
e-Peoples-Plan-2019-Online-Reduced-Size.pdf 

● https://www.yahoo.com/video/defunding-police-la-schools-redirect
ed-140100765.html 

https://blackorganizingproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/The-Peoples-Plan-2019-Online-Reduced-Size.pdf
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● CYAP v. Wilson
https://www.aclu.org/cases/cyap-v-wils
on#legal-documents 

https://www.aclu.org/cases/cyap-v-wilson#legal-documents
https://www.aclu.org/cases/cyap-v-wilson#legal-documents


QUESTIONS? LINKS

● Full Report
○ https://aclucalaction.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/2022_State_of_Stude

nt_Wellness_Report_.pdf 
● PA data tool 

○ https://www.tinyurl.com/aclupatool 
● People’s Plan for Police-Free Schools 

○ https://blackorganizingproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/
The-Peoples-Plan-2019-Online-Reduced-Size.pdf 

● Classroom Consensus: Reframe Classroom Management 
○ https://www.learningforjustice.org/sites/default/files/general/TT_

Reframing_Classroom_Managment_Handouts.pdf 
● Blog
● https://www.aclu.org/blog/racial-justice/race-and-inequality-educatio

n/why-school-psychologists-are-worried-about-mental 
● https://youthtoday.org/2020/03/the-risks-of-threat-assessment-to-stu

dents-are-dire 

https://aclucalaction.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/2022_State_of_Student_Wellness_Report_.pdf
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